Ultrasonographic measurement of fetal femur length in growth disturbances.
Ultrasonographic measurement of fetal femur length is a recognized technique for determination of gestational age and fetal growth. A total of 280 pregnant women were studied, each of whom had pathologies with the potential to either accelerate or delay fetal growth. There were 1000 measurements of the fetal femur length performed on these 280 fetuses. A total of 125 fetuses were found to have a growth disturbance-91 with asymmetrical intrauterine growth retardation and 34 with macrosomia. Comparison of fetuses with either intrauterine growth retardation or macrosomia with appropriate-for-gestational-age fetuses showed that the femur length is not statistically affected by intrauterine growth abnormalities.